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in any serious student's library. However, the symposium's prime and
regrettable weakness is in the area of basic pulmonary physiology where
the most drastic demands are made on neonatal stabilization. This area,
one must feel, has not been adequately covered.
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To those "molecular" biologists who make even a feeble attempt to keep
up with the current spate of symposia in their field, the names of the
contributors to this volume will read like a list of old friends. It is unfor-
tunate that their subject matter will be almost equally familiar.
There is no denying that the workers who have been chosen are very
excellent ones whose synopses are in general succinct, readable and as
thorough as space allows. There are discussions of a variety of mechanisms
for cellular control, ranging from the importance of cell structure
(Siekevitz), to that of hormones (Villee), but heavily weighted on the
side of genetic structure and the nucleic acids (Swift, Demerec, Ingram,
Hogness, Sinsheimer, Kornberg, Zamecnik, Pardee). In addition Paul
Weiss, Torbjorn Caspersson and Hans A. Krebs have contributed equally
fine chapters on their respective interests. The only real criticism is that
the vast majority of the material covered gave this reader, at least, the
sensation of de'ja vu.
It is often the case that a symposium covers material which has, for
the most part, been previously published in the professional journals.
This sort of synthesis is not only acceptable but is often necessary to the
worker with limited time who must keep up with the literature. However,
when a symposium covers material which has, for the most part, been
previously published in other symposia, it is more difficult to find a reason
for its existence.
The blurb on the jacket claims that, "This reference symposium covers
topics of timely interest in cellular biology. . ." First of all, is any volume
leaning as heavily on nucleic acid research as does this, yet publishing
in 1962 speeches delivered in the spring of 1960 (without addenda) really
timely? The work of Nirenberg and others has already made rhetorical
many of the questions posed here on the concepts of coding, etc. Secondly,
one would like to know precisely for whom this volume is to be a "reference."
As it has extraordinarily little to say to the researcher in the fields
discussed, perhaps it is for the student, or the workers in related fields.
But this is the work of thirteen men, the majority of whom do not seem
to have read each other's contributions, and the result might be somewhat
confusing to the beginner. For example, Swift states of the structure
of the Drosophila salivary gland chromosome, "that the protein concen-
tration in interband regions is extremely low. . ." (p. 98), while Caspersson
claims that, "in Drosophila . . . interbands with high protein content
appear. . ." (p. 129). Even if one claims that this as well as the other
contradictions present ought to be allowed, to show the uncertainty and
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variety of current theories (and it would seem, "facts"), this is a hard
book to recommend to the student because of the wide variety of levels it
presents. Demerec's extremely clear paper on genetic studies in bacteria
starts off with an explanation of Mendelian factors and could easily
illuminate a class of undergraduates, where Hogness' more sophisticated
discussion of isolated viral DNA would undoubtedly draw a blank. Let
us assume then that it is not to be used for undergraduates. It is still
open to attack on the grounds of repetition. Sinsheimer and Kornberg
give us two explanations of DNA structure with a text and illustrations
which are so similar as to be almost ludicrous coming only 24 pages
apart. (Actually, at this stage of the game even one explanation of
DNA structure seems needless if it is aimed at a graduate audience, but
we will ignore this.) Krebs and Pardee repeat each other on the subject
of enzyme repression. Siekevitz questions certain assumptions; however,
this questioning would be more effective if Weiss had not presented some
of the same points earlier. Surely the editor could have wielded a stronger
red pencil.
This symposium is worth this long a review not for itself but because
it is symptomatic. In our striving towards the dissemination of knowledge
we have saddled ourselves with so many journals, colloquia, texts, con-
ferences, symposia, etc., that we are rapidly suffocating under a plethora
of papers, too many of which are needless and/or repetitive. Who is to
blame? In this case, it does not seem to be the thirteen authors. They were
invited to give talks at a University, and judging from their papers the
talks were well worth while. But what is useful in a lecture is not always
worth being made into a book. Is it too much to hope that the publishers
will recognize this fact before the channels of scientific communication
become completely clogged?
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This book contains twenty-four papers presented at the Eleventh Sym-
posium of the Section of Microbiology of the New York Academy of
Medicine, March 9 and 10, 1961, by twenty-nine experienced contributors.
It begins with a brief history of fungous diseases emphasizing the im-
portance of fungi as pathogens and as tools for biologic study. The study of
keratinophilic fungi (with reference to the "keratinaceous bait" technique)
and diseases caused by some of them are discussed. Mycotic infections of
the cornea, especially following steroid therapy and postoperative mycotic
endophthalmitis caused by so-called saprophytic fungi, are well presented.
Some of the newer fungous pathogens are discussed according to their
superficial, deep or subcutaneous localizations. A discussion of mycetoma
centers on a comparison of two of the more important etiologic agents:
M. nmycetoma endemic in Africa and India vs. N. brasiliensis in Mexico.
This is followed by a description of the epidemiology of human fungous
infections.
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